INDIAN   FREEDOM

Indeed freedom has a charm all its own.
The very mention of it thrills the heart. And
when a subject people wakes up to its light
and glory3 there is no knowing what method
it may adopt for its liberation from the foreign
yoke. And no sacrifice is too great for it for
the   fulfilment   of this   aim. Sri   Aurobindo
wrote in the Bandemataram:  "Political free-
dom is the life-breath of a nation. Without
it  a  nation  cannot  grow5  cannot  expand..-
The work of national emancipation is a great
and holy yajna of which boycott, Swadeshi,,
national education and every other activity,
great and small^ are only major and minor
parts. Liberty is the fruit we seek from the
sacrifice^ and Motherland, the goddess to whom
we offer it; into the seven leaping tongues of
the fire of the yajna we must offer all that
we are and all that we have,, feeding the fire
even with our blood and lives and happiness
of our nearest and dearest; for the Motherland
is  the  goddess  who  loves   not   a  maimed
and  imperfect   sacrifice^  and   freedom   was
never   won from the   gods by a  grudging
giver."
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